1968-1969 Side-Marker Reflectors

In 1968 the Federal Government mandated that all vehicles be equipped with side identification. As I have discovered with research that all Dodge trucks prior to 1968 did not have any side identification for safety as standard equipment. 

In June of 1968, Chrysler Parts Group made available in Group 8-48-12 Reflector, for all Dodge Trucks 100 – 1000 Series except A100.

Part Numbers:

2906374 Amber 2-required.

2906375 Red 2-required.

For information purposes, Chrysler built trucks in 3 plants:

Warren starting sequence number –  1,780,000

Canada starting sequence number –  6,000,001

Missouri starting sequence number – 7,020,000

There has been debate as to when or how many trucks have or don’t have these reflectors and unless you were a salesman, mechanic or assembly line worker in 1968 we will probably never know exactly when they started assembling trucks with reflectors at the factory, but most likely it was after the first of the year.

From the FMVSS: 

“Standard No. 108 - Lamps, Reflective Devices, and Associated Equipment - Passenger Cars, Multipurpose Passenger Vehicles, Trucks, Buses, Trailers, (except pole trailers and trailer converter dollies), and Motorcycles (Effective 1-1-68 for vehicles 2,032 mrn (80 or more inches) in width and Effective 1-1-69 for all other vehicles)
This standard specifies requirements for original and replacement lamps, reflective devices, and associated equipment. Its purpose is to reduce traffic crashes and deaths and injuries resulting from traffic crashes, by providing adequate illumination of the roadway, and by enhancing the conspicuity of motor vehicles on the public roads so that their presence is perceived and their signals understood, both in daylight and in darkness or other conditions of reduced visibility”

Base on the Dodge Sweptline Truck Registry I did confirm that not all 1968 trucks had reflectors. Here is what I found based on actual photographs and listed truck sequence numbers.

Warren Trucks up to sequence number – 1816625 did not have reflectors after that almost all had them. 

Which going by the sequence numbers on the registry:

36,519 trucks w/o reflectors out of a total of 89,031 listed number span.

Missouri Trucks up to sequence number – 7046613 did not have reflectors after that almost all had them. 

Which going by the sequence numbers on the registry:

26,498 trucks w/o reflectors out of a total of 64,790 listed number span.

Canada Trucks only showed one truck on the registry, so there was nothing to compare it to.

Until we find the two consecutive sequence numbers with and without, we do know it was definitely a mid-year change and this will give you a better idea as to whether your truck is original or not. So, some will have them and some will not and it will be factory either way based on your date of manufacture.

Recently, I have acquired some documentation from Chrysler in regards to the questionable issue of whether or not the 1968 model year was a full year standard issue of reflectors and side marker lights.

Based on a sales brochure issued by Dodge in August of 1967, it states that reflectors and side marker lights were not available as standard equipment on models manufactured until after January 1, 1968.
Apparently, Chrysler was well aware of this mandate to be implemented in January of 1968, beit all passenger cars received side marker lights for the entire model year, Dodge truck division did manufactured 1968 model year trucks without side marker lights until January of 1968 even though they knew of the mandate, based on it being printed in August of 1967.

This is more proof that the Dodge Truck Division did not follow Chrysler proto-call as with the passenger car division.

One footnote I’d like to add, is that when reading options in this case, Dodge makes reference to “identifiction clearance lights” these are not side marker lights, they are roof and rear corner lights(utiline over 80” wide, stake and platform bodies), not to be confused with side marker lights or reflectors.
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All 1969 trucks will have the above listed reflectors as standard equipment. 

100 and 200 Series Sweptline bed and A100 except Hi-Liner models only, had a chrome bezel for the reflector. All others no bezel.

Part Number: 2913968

 www.dodgesweptline.org. 
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