61-71 Dodge Truck Codes and Vehicle Serial Number Information
Owning a 61-71 Dodge truck and trying to find parts or information can be over-whelming and sometimes frustrating. In order to find parts it helps if you know what your looking at or for, the question is always asked what’s this for or what did it come out of or is this original or has it been modified? Since I own a few of these Dodge trucks and after hearing and reading all the different things that Chrysler did unique to Dodge trucks, they can’t be compared to the passenger car lines in engine or body data plate codes. I will attempt to explain some of the coding and show the information I have gathered for these trucks for my personal information and knowledge of these vehicles here to give you a better understanding of the truck coding system used by Chrysler for these particular years. Also included, some of the information will apply to Medium and Heavy-duty trucks, which is your 400-1000 series trucks. For most of the information I will try to stick to the Light duty 100-300 series trucks.

First is your Vehicle Serial Number or Sequence Number this will identify the year of your truck, except for 1961 and 1962. You will need the Parts Availability Number Plate to identify the Model Year for these two years, because both years started production at 100,001.

1961 and 1962 you will find:  
(1) Truck Identification Plate.

(2) Parts Availability Number Plate.

(3) Special Equipment ID Plate.

The First digit, number 1 or 2 easily designate the 1961 and 1962 model years.

The Second digit will be blank.

The Third digit, number 6 or 8 will designate the No. Cylinders.

The Fourth thru eighth digit designates the model and series.

The Ninth digit will be blank.

The Tenth digit L, M or H will designate Light, Medium or Heavy Duty. 

The Eleventh thru sixteenth will designate the Sequence Number.

Example:  1 8D2   L100252 on the Parts Availability Number Plate would mean:

1=1961, 8=8cyl. D=Model (4x2 or 2-wheel drive), 2=Series (200 or 3/4 ton), L=Light Duty, 100252=Sequence Number, 252nd truck off the line.

1961 & 1962 Models:

D=Conventional Cab 4x2

W=Conventional Cab 4x4

C=Low Cab Forward 4x2

CT=Low Cab Forward 6x4

P=Forward Control

S=School Bus

There are a number of other models in the Medium and Heavy Duty line as well, but I didn’t list them, as they are all Diesel trucks.

Series:

1=100 or ½ ton

2=200 or ¾ ton

3=300 or 1 ton

1963 to 1966 you will find:  
(1) Truck Vehicle Data Plate.

(2) Truck Vehicle Serial Number Plate.

(3) Special Equipment ID Plate.

From 1963 to 1966 the Vehicle Serial Number Plate will have the last 7-digits that will designate the model year and assembly plant. The starting numbers for each year are:

1963 – 1230,000

1964 – 1315,000

1965 – 1430,000

1966 – 1548,000

From 1963 to 1966 the Truck ID and Truck Vehicle Data Plates will show specific items or equipment in the truck, gear ratio, engine cu.in. model, trans, W.B. etc. 

In 1967 changes were made. The Vehicle Serial Number Plate and the Special Equipment ID Plate was eliminated which were separate plates in the earlier models. From 1967 to 1971 the Vehicle Serial Number, Sequence Number and Special ID Numbers were combined and added to the Truck Vehicle Data Plate. The Serial Number designates the Model Code, No. of Cylinders and the 7-digit Sequence Number designating the Assembly Plant and Model Year of the truck the same as 63-66. 

1967 – 1668,000

1967 – 7000,000 Warren & Mo. Built

1968 – 1780,000  Warren Blt.

         - 6000,001   Canada Blt.

         - 7020,000   Missouri Blt.

1969 – 1872,000  Warren Blt.

Example for 1963 to 1969:  Serial No. [2281820618]. 

22=[W200], 8=[8cyl.], 1=[Warren Blt.], 820618=[Sequence Number]. Would be the 40,618th truck built in 1968. 

All 1963 to 1969 Serial Number are comprised of 4 Elements: Model, Cylinders, Assembly Plant and Sequence Number.

1963-69 Assembly Plants:

1=Warren Truck

2=Warren Truck (Heavy Duty)

6=Windsor Truck

7=Missouri Truck

1963-69 Model Codes:
11=D100

12=D200

13=D300

18=A100 Pickup

19=A100 Van

20=A100 Wagon

21=W100

22=W200

23=W300

24=WM300 Civilian Power Wagon

25=W500

30=P100 Canada

31=P200

32=P300

33=P400

Major changes were made for the 1970 and 1971 model years, the Truck Vehicle Data Plate changed slightly, by only having 6 Special Equipment Option blanks vs. the previous 10. The 1970-71 Serial Numbering system changed from 4 Elements to 7 Elements and from 10 digits to 13. Now the Serial Number has the Model, Body, GVW, Engine, Model Year, Assembly Plant and Sequence Number.

  Example for 1970 to 1971:  Serial No. [A13AA0U100001]. 

A1=[A100], 3=[Low Line Wagon] A=[6000# or less] A=[198], 0=[1970], U=[Missouri Truck] 100001=[Sequence Number].   

1970 to 1971 Codes.    

Models Codes:

A1=A100

B1=B100

B2=B200

B3=B300

D1=D100

D2=D200

D3=D300

E1=W100

E2=W200

E3=W300

E5=W500

X3=WM300

Body Codes:

1=Conv. Cab, Compact Cab & Express.

2=Crew Cab, Tradesman Van.

3=Conv. Cab w/Utiline, Low Line Wagon.

4=Conv. Cab w/Sweptline, High Line Wagon.

5=Crew Cab w/Utiline, Mid Line Wagon.

6=Crew Cab w/Sweptline.

GVW Codes:

A=6000# or Less

B=6001# to 10,000#

C=10,001# to 14,000#

D=14,001# to 16,000#.


Engine Codes:

A=198

B=225-1

C=225-2

D-251-3

E=LA318-1

F=360

G=LA318-3

J=383

K=361-2

L=361-3

M=361-4

N=413-1

P=413-2

R=413-3

S=478

T=549

W=230

X=Special 6Cyl. Gas

Y=Special 8Cyl. Gas

Assembly Plant Codes:

J=Canadian
N=Burt Road (KDX)

S=Warren Truck #1 & Compact 1970

T=Warren Truck #2 (HD)

U=Missouri Truck

V=Warren Truck Compact 1971

Sequence Numbering:

1970 Production Year (Aug. 1969-July 1970) 100001 to 300000.

1971 Production Year (Aug. 1970-July 1971) Starts at 300001.

As I mentioned above I did not list all the codes for the Medium and Heavy Duty trucks, as there are a large number of codes for models, bodies, GVW’s and diesel engines. Hopefully this will help you out in decoding your Sweptline and determining what it had or is supposed to have from the factory. This information should be 99% accurate with Dodge Truck information although as in any interpretation there is a possibility of era. If you find anything to be incorrect feel free to contact me at swptln69@hotmail.com and I will research and correct if needed. Thanks and enjoy.
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